The land transportation office has denied a request by the city's taxi drivers to increase fares.  The cabbies have gone on strike and have parked their vehicles to the middle of intersections, bringing traffic to a halt.  As a rookie reporter, it is your opportunity to shine.  Write the banner headline and the story.

VERSION 1


CABBIE STRIKE LEADER MAY BE EX-LTO CHIEF

The controversial leader of the metro-wide strike held yesterday by a group of taxi drivers is believed to be a former chief of the Land and Transportation Office (LTO).

Government insiders requesting for anonymity alleged that a former chief of the LTO filed his resignation years ago after his proposal to increase transportation fares for the purpose of alleviating the worsening living conditions of public utility drivers was rejected by the government agency's Board of Directors.  The retired chief is believed to be supporting the cabby strikers.

LTO officials would not give their comments to the media until the issue has been resolved.  Pertinent data, however, are being gathered for investigation.

Leaders of the Federation of Taxi Drivers in Metro Manila (FTDMM) who held the strike yesterday did not give any details about their controversial leader saying their cause to alleviate their living conditions through a reasonable increase in cab fares requested from the LTO are far more important than questions concerning their supporter.

At noon yesterday, the country's prime business district was paralyzed for almost an hour as major intersections were blocked by cab drivers and their vehicles in protest over LTO's refusal to grant their request to raise fares.  Traffic eased up only  after LTO officials granted a lengthy discussion with the cab leaders.

VERSION 2

SPLASH!!! (OOPPS!… WE MEAN) FLASH!!!




CABBIES FLOOD METROPOLIS

"Taxi drivers can water the plants!!!"

This has been the ecstatic reaction of Environment Secretary Ozone Slayer interviewed while caught in traffic during yesterday's controversial flooding of business district McCarthy City driving corporate wheels to a grinding halt as all intersections were made impassable by flood and traffic.

Commuters and pedestrians alike blamed taxi drivers holding a strike against the LTO for blocking the roads at exactly a minute before lunch break.  Most were extremely irritated for failing to leave the office premises as fast as they can thus lagging behind their twenty second record.   Others empathized and offered support by sacrificing their corporate lunches in favor of squid balls.

When asked for comment, cabby Carr Kohto, leader of the Federation of Picky Cabbies in McCarthy City (FPICMY) holding the strike said he was leading the cabbies on their way to PAY RAW café where LTO officials were lunching out when he suddenly felt uneasy.  Caught in a busy intersection, instinct told him to park immediately to relieve himself.  He figured he was suffering from stubborn bladders like he did when he wet his bed this morning.  His cabby followers strategically positioned themselves in all intersections and gallantly followed their leader as a burning symbol of  their bold protest.  Heads held up high, cabbies flooded the streets with more than enough for fish to drown.  Touched by this extreme gesture of loyalty, Carr Kohto told the media that the heavy flooding only strengthened the cabbies' claim for lack of financial means to support their existence as they have nothing to take but water, water, water!  Hence, for humanitarian reasons which should stand above all, fares must be raised.  Amidst a drenched crowd, he left teary eyed and dehydrated.

Officer A. Yokonga of the LTO could not be reached for comment as he is busy texting dirty jokes with his Globe pals.

Meanwhile, Secretary Slayer is lobbying for a bill employing taxi drivers as gardeners by night on weekdays during rush hours to make them more productive instead of just driving around for endless hours trying the patience of commuters.  The bill is pending as of presstime.     

